THE FRIENDS OF OLD PORTSMOUTH ASSOCIATION, 12 March 2026
Website:	foopa.org.uk	Email: foopacontact@gmail.com
Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting on 12 March, 7.30pm Pembroke Gardens Bowling Club 

Present - Sharon Morris (Planning, Heritage & Conservation), Robert Nield (Treasurer), Gail Baird (Chair, Website, Membership), Anna Koor (Secretary), Bob Stewart (Spice Island), Eileen Measey (Environment), Mike Dobson (Traffic), Ann Wakelin (Environment), Councillor Chris Attwell.

1 Apologies – Ward Councillors Ian Holder, Mark Jeffery.

2 Declarations of Interest – All were reminded to confirm their declarations of interest should any matters of that nature arise during FOOPA business.   

3 Minutes of Previous Meeting
Minutes of the 18 February 2026 meeting were agreed by Chair and rest of committee.

4 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes - See below. 

5 Correspondence and Communications - Sharon has not had replies from Cllr Peter Candlish or conservation officer Ben Cracknell to her emails. Terry Halloran (Portsmouth Society) asked PCC for an update on the listed 11 Pembroke Road property but was advised by PCC that GDPR prevented them giving him a response. David Baynes wrote to councillors, copied to FOOPA, about the 'contemporary' bus shelter outside the Cathedral. Cllr Chris advised him that it's no longer council policy to use heritage bus stops, the current models are more comfortable and user-friendly.

6 Treasurer's Report — At end February 2026 there was £4072. 82 in the current and £5140.71 in the savings accounts. £30 in subscriptions were received and otherwise only the recurrent outgoings. Anna passed a cheque to Gail to deposit. Bob suggested transferring more funds to the savings account to earn more interest. The committee agreed that £3000 would be an appropriate amount. 

7 Social Programme / AGM  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The email AGM Notice and draft 2025 minutes have been emailed to all members, though Sharon said hers was delivered to Spam. Gail to try and split the mailout into smaller groups which might help avoid this. It was decided to print 60 Annual Reviews and use spares for marketing to new members. Anna to bring drinks vouchers, attendance sheet, projector and extension cable. Sharon and Eileen offered to help sign in attendees and distribute Reviews. It was decided not to offer tickets to non-members unless they join FOOPA. AGM seats are prioritised to members on a first-come-first-served basis, therefore there is no guarantee that non-members will get a seat. It was proposed that at future AGMs we ask members to register in advance - to be discussed. Anna ran through the AGM programme - Eileen will give a briefing; Gail to ask for ideas for a Portsmouth100 FOOPA project. Attendees must have paid their 2026 subscription - Gail will flag this up with the AGM reminder. 

8 Membership Report – Currently 152 households, comprising 233 members. Anna to contact those members who did not subscribe in 2025 and confirm whether or not they still wish to be members. 

9 Traffic 
BAR and Business Parking Permits - Mike is working on an email to Cllr Peter Candlish regarding PCC's decision to issue 60 permits, which is contrary to the travel-to-work plan promised by the leaseholder. LTP4 published figures show vehicles in Portsmouth continue to increase year on year. Extrapolating the figures, Mike estimates Old Portsmouth accommodates an extra 104 cars every year. Prompted by Cllr Candlish's presentation at the recent Neighbourhood Forum, Sharon has submitted an FOI about parking permits in KA zone. Candlish proposed that BAR permitholders alternatively park at Pembroke Road. Sharon has pointed out to him that this would undermine the School Streets scheme, which is already floundering through lack of enforcement. The BAR permits expire in August 2026, which would be timely in terms of PCC reviewing its blanket citywide policy. There are valid arguments to support Old Portsmouth having its own business permit regime. 
School Streets - Mike is concerned by comments made at the Forum about the scheme being a partnership project. Cllr Chris clarified that the school is supposed to take the lead on this. 
Pembroke Road Parking regime change - David Baynes reiterated concerns about how this may impact evening events at the Cathedral. The TRO proposed restrictions be imposed from 8am to 8pm and is due to take effect from April.

10 Planning
60A High Street Ref 25/01159/FUL, 25/01160/LBC - Remodelling of rooftop sunroom refused by Planning, a puzzling decision given what has been approved at 14 Grand Parade.  
Fontenoy House - Several applications have been submitted for a penthouse dwelling adding an additional storey, the last one received consent. However the owners are now seeking permission for a sun terrace with glass balustrading. 
Portsmouth Grammar School Ref 26/00033/FUL - This application for partial modifications to listed barracks buildings included use of the smaller gated entrance on High Street for pre-school and junior pupils. There were a few strongly-worded objections. Sharon submitted comments as a resident. She anticipates an impact on High Street because parents will try to park there instead of Museum Road/Cambridge Road. PGS has responded to some of those worries, stating that they will not make use of the secondary entrance, but they have not responded to concerns regarding use of the rear Penny St entrance. Sharon has also alerted the PCC School Streets manager to this. 
Duke of Buckingham - It is being auctioned. 
      
11 Heritage & Conservation 
Memorial Gardens - The surroundings to Nelson's statue are in need of repair and upgrade. Rendering has come away from the wall and been left in a pile protected by orange barriers. Eileen has followed up with the Commercial Property department at PCC. Cllr Chris has a meeting with Barney Fry, head of Commercial Property and will raise this.   

12 Environment - Thanks go to Ann for donating grasses and various succulents which have been planted. Eileen had written to Fullers proposing they present the Point site to the city in aid of Portsmouth100, but the site has subsequently been put up for sale. The Seagrass nursery work is due to happen in April, Eileen is awaiting a date.  

13 Website - Nothing 

14 Ward Councillor Report – Questions were asked about the Queen Elizabeth memorial and why it is needed; the significant date for Portsmouth100 is 21 April 2026, also the late Queen's birthday. PCC held a budget meeting recently and the accounts are in a fairly good place. The Local Government reorganisation could put the No 25 and other bus services in jeopardy. The City of Culture announcement is due this month. Portsmouth has a good chance of making the shortlist.     

15 Committee Admin - As above.
 
16 AOB - Stamp prices increase from April. Celia Clarke has offered to speak at a future event on behalf of the Hampshire Building Preservation Trust. 

17 Date of Next Meeting – Wed 15 April 2026, Pembroke Gardens Bowls Club (AGM 31 March 2026). 






