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THE	FRIENDS	OF	OLD	PORTSMOUTH	ASSOCIATION,	20	November	2019	
Website:	 foopa.org.uk	 Email:	foopacontact@gmail.com	
Minutes	of	the	Executive	Committee	Meeting	held	at	Portsmouth	Sailing	Club,	20	November	2019	
	
Present:	
Gail	Baird	(Chair,	Website),	Graeme	Swinburne	(Planning),	Anna	Koor	(Secretary),	Alistair	Wilson	
(Membership),	Mike	Dobson	(Traffic),	Bob	Stewart	(Spice	Island),	Rob	Wood	(Ward	Councillor),	Chris	
Attwell	(Ward	Councillor).	Guest:	Clare	Jennings,	PCC	South	East	Hampshire	Rapid	Transit	Communications	
and	Engagement	Officer.	
	
South	East	Hampshire	Rapid	Transit	–	Clare	Jennings	was	invited	to	tell	members	about	the	central	
government	Transforming	Cities	Fund	that	Portsmouth	is	hoping	to	win	monies	from	in	aid	of	South	East	
Hampshire	Rapid	Transit	proposals	for	a	new	integrated	public	transport	system.	See	website:	
https://www.sehrt.org.uk.	PCC	is	one	of	12	cities	shortlisted	to	receive	funding	and	is	currently	finalizing	
their	bid	which	will	be	submitted	on	28	November	2019.	Following	the	general	election,	Clare	will	be	able	
to	share	a	copy	of	the	submission	and	she	welcomes	feedback	and	questions	arising	from	that.	Clare	
presented	some	stark	statistics	regarding	city	challenges	ahead	—	e.g.	41,000	people	travel	into	
Portsmouth	every	day	by	private	car	and	this	is	not	sustainable.	Committee	Members	made	a	number	of	
comments	such	as:	how	will	success	or	outcomes	be	measured?	It	needs	to	be	delivered	by	2023	whereas	
the	Gosport	Eclipse	transit	route	has	taken	10	years	so	far.	Places	such	as	Wellbourne	need	a	train	station	
to	discourage	car	use.	Portsmouth’s	parking	policy	needs	a	comprehensive	review	if	the	SEHRT	is	to	
succeed.	What	exactly	will	Stagecoach	and	First	Bus	commitments	be?	There	must	be	a	carrot	and	stick	
approach,	this	is	how	it	succeeded	in	London.	It’s	not	simply	bus	improvements	that	are	needed,	buses	need	
to	be	a	better	choice	than	getting	in	a	car.	Anna	will	co-ordinate	questions	to	feed	back	to	Clare.		
	
1	Apologies			
Janis	Loose	(Treasurer),	Ann	Wilson	(Social	Secretary),	Tom	Wood	(Ward	Councillor).		
	
2	Declarations	of	Interest	–	Anna	asked	all	committee	members	to	confirm	their	declarations	of	interest	
should	any	matters	arise	during	course	of	FOOPA	business	and	all	agreed.	Generic	–	councilors,	Connor	is	a	
local	campaigner	wanted	to	potentially	join	committee…	come	to	the	Jan	meeting.			
		
3	Minutes	of	previous	meeting	
The	Minutes	of	the	meeting	held	on	Wednesday	16	October	2019	were	approved	by	the	Chair	subject	to	an	
amendment	by	Alistair	who	agreed	to	continue	helping	FOOPA	but	not	be	on	the	Committee.		
	
3	Matters	arising		
Airbnb	–	Cllr	Rob	circulated	an	email	reply	from	Denise	Bastow,	PCC’s	Parking	Manager	regarding	use	of	
visitor	parking	permits	by	Airbnb	businesses	for	their	guests.	Identifying	those	properties	might	be	
problematic	with	respect	to	GDPR.	Mike	commented	that	PCC	should	be	talking	to	other	cities	who	are	
already	tackling	this.	It	was	agreed	that	this	issue	goes	far	beyond	parking	problems	and	requires	PCC	to	
conduct	a	policy	review.	Mike	and	Anna	to	draft	a	FOOPA	letter	to	Cllr	Rob	in	this	vein,	and	also	so	that	
Alistair	can	respond	to	the	FOOPA	members	who	raised	this	issue.		
Highbury	Street	–	The	response	to	the	continued	obstruction	of	public	footway	by	a	vehicle	belonging	to	a	
private	house	owner	was	not	felt	to	be	satisfactory.	Graeme	will	be	meeting	PCC’s	parking	officers	on	site	to	
see	the	problem	first	hand.		
Camber	Right	of	Way	–	no	further	news	on	progress	by	PCC	to	submit	the	case	to	the	Planning	Inspector	
for	final	determination.	
PGS	–	Anna	and	Gail	met	with	Deputy	Head	Juniors	Chris	Williams.	He	empathized	hugely	with	the	
community	regarding	the	small	minority	of	PGS	parents	who	cause	continuous	nuisance	and	hazards	to	
pedestrians	by	parking	on	pavements	and	idling	engines.	He	and	his	colleague	have	agreed	to	carry	out	
frequent	spot	checks	and	patrols.	Gail	and	Anna	also	showed	Chris	the	problem	with	deliveries	by	large	
trucks	at	PGS’s	rear	entrance.	Chris	explained	why	it	is	necessary	for				
Treasurer	–	Alistair	will	follow	up	on	offer	by	FOOPA	member	to	take	up	this	role.		
	
4	Correspondence	and	Communications		
World	Café	–	Graeme	attended	an	event	billed	as	an	initiative	by	Hampshire	Police	to	engage	with	the	
community	to	solve	problems	such	as	anti-social	behavior.	He	has	reservations	about	how	successful	this	
may	be	because	the	people	that	matter	were	not	there.	Cllr	Chris	will	report	back	from	the	next	event	and	
commented	that	perhaps	the	scope	needs	to	change	slightly.		
	
5	Treasurer's	Report	
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Janis	submitted	her	accounts,	which	recorded	a	balance	of	£9136.70	at	31	October	2019.	She	requested	that	
everyone	submit	their	transactions	so	she	can	reconcile	the	accounts	for	the	end	of	year.			
	
6	Membership	Report	
Alistair	reported	there	are	210	members	—	23	new	members	and	lost	14	members.		
	
7	Planning	Report		
Fontenoy	House	–	Cllr	Rob	declared	an	interest	as	a	neighbour.	A	revised	application	has	been	submitted	
by	the	applicant	which	is	understood	to	look	identical	to	the	scheme	that	received	approval	via	appeal	in	
2017.	It	is	not	yet	on	the	PCC	website,	however	Gail	will	put	on	the	FOOPA	website	when	it	appears.		
15	Oyster	Street	–	Graeme	notified	the	PCC	Planning	Case	Officer	about	the	lack	of	statutory	notices	on	
White	Hart	Road	and	PCC	has	now	re-advertised	the	Notice	with	a	public	consultation	closing	date	of	6	
December	2019.		
Duke	of	Buckingham	Pub	—	There	is	a	premises	license	variation	application	for	alcohol	off-sales	till	1am.		
	
8	Social	Programme			
Dockyard	Talk	—	The	committee	thanked	Ann	for	organizing	yet	another	hugely	successful	event	at	the	
Pembroke	Bowls	Club	on	12	November	2019.	A	total	of	51	members	attended.	Alistair	and	Ann	are	
submitting	accounts	to	Janis.	Thanks	to	Mike	for	use	of	his	projector	screen.		
Christmas	Lunch	–	Janis	reported	that	tickets	are	now	sold	out.		
.		
9	Environment		
Food	Waste	Collection	Pilot	Scheme	–	Cllr	Rob	liaised	with	Mark	Elliott	
(Mark.Elliott@portsmouthcc.gov.uk)	the	PCC	officer	overseeing	the	trial,	who	is	happy	to	discuss	any	
requests	from	residents	in	flats	in	Old	Portsmouth	who	would	like	to	join	the	scheme.		
Air	Pollution	—	PCC’s	Air	Quality	Local	Plan	was	submitted	to	DEFRA	on	31	October	2019.	The	report	
proposes	a	Mini	Class	B	Clean	Air	Zone	which	only	extends	around	Portsmouth	city	centre.	Mike	does	not	
believe	this	will	be	adequate	to	make	Portsmouth’s	air	legally	compliant	with	national	objectives	in	the	
shortest	possible	time,	as	required	by	law.			
	
10	Website	–	Gail	has	updated	the	site	with	all	the	latest	FOOPA	news	and	events.	
	
11	Traffic		
Engine	Idling	—	Mike	continues	to	note	the	lack	of	any	PCC	enforcement	policy	or	signage,	which	would	
give	the	public	more	confidence	when	approaching	drivers.		
Appy	Parking	Sensor	Studs	—	Community	evidence	is	indicating	they	are	a	traffic	hazard.	An	
announcement	was	made	about	their	presence	as	part	of	the	safety	briefing	to	runners	at	the	Great	South	
Run.	They	are	a	danger	to	cyclists	because	they	are	not	visible	or	reflective.	No	lab	tests	by	independent	
bodies	have	been	conducted.	Mike	has	seen	guidance	recommending	that	sensors	over	20mm	in	height	
should	be	retractable.	Mike	has	measured	sensors	to	be	21mm.		
Old	Portsmouth	Area	Traffic	Study	—	No	further	news	from	Steven	Flynn	at	PCC.		
Electric	Vehicle	Charging	Bays	–	No	further	explanation	from	PCC	regarding	marking	out	the	bay	on	High	
Street.	The	policy	seems	to	be	to	wait	for	someone	to	buy	an	electric	car	before	considering	properly	
allocating	a	bay.		
Disabled	Access	at	Bridge	Tavern	–	Problems	remain	with	vehicles	blocking	access	for	those	with	
mobility	scooters	to	reach	the	pub.	Anna	sent	photos	to	Cllr	Rob	who	alerted	the	PCC	parking	office.	They	
are	paying	a	visit.		
	
13	Ward	Councillors’	Reports		
Park	Road	Traffic	Diversions	—	There	are	not	sufficient	details	of	the	diversions	provided.	Cllr	Rob	will	
follow	up.		
Poynings	Place	–	Part	of	a	wall	was	damaged	by	a	driver	who	is	a	St	Jude’s	parent	and	admitted	they	were	
at	fault.	Colas	has	carried	out	temporary	repairs	and	will	be	talking	to	residents	about	reinstating	what	was	
there.	The	school	is	investigating	liability	with	the	driver	concerned.		
Cambridge	Road	Roundabout	—	a	recent	road	traffic	accident	during	half-term	involved	a	vehicle	losing	
control,	coming	off	the	roundabout,	crashing	through	the	railings	onto	the	footway	outside	PGS	Juniors.	
Anna	witnessed	the	aftermath	and	rang	101	to	report	it.	The	police	would	not	attend	or	record	the	incident.	
Cllr	Rob	agreed	to	follow	up	with	Colas,	who	attended	the	scene	shortly	following	the	collision.			
	
14	Committee	Admin	–	see	above.	
	
15	AOB	—	None.		
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16	Date	of	next	Meeting	–	Wednesday	11	December	2019.			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


