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THE FRIENDS OF OLD PORTSMOUTH ASSOCIATION, 16 November 2022 
Website: foopa.org.uk Email: foopacontact@gmail.com 
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting held on 16 November 2022 
 
Present 
Gail Baird (Chair, Website), Anna Koor (Secretary), Mary Tollow (Membership), Sharon Morris (Heritage & 
Conservation), Eileen Measey (Environment), Mike Dobson (Traffic), Liz Winder (Treasurer), Ian Holder (Ward 
Councillor). Guest: Alice Hume, Hotwalls Studio artist. 
 
Alice Hume, textile artist and weaver, addressed the committee about her work using flax, a ‘forgotten’ species 
that was widely grown as a commodity and used in the UK to make linen cloth, rope, paper and string, etc. She is 
keen to develop closer links between FOOPA and working artists like herself. Alice has received Arts Council 
funding to develop her artistry and creative business. She is seeking opportunities to grow flax by developing 
textile gardens in the city, and has already secured a site in Victoria Park. She is working with Eileen and PCC to 
look at potential areas in Old Portsmouth, such as the raised beds fronting Nelson’s statue in Grand Parade. This 
would offer the opportunity to trial salty air on growing conditions. Find out more at the Hotwalls Christmas 
Market, 3-4 December.  
 
1 Apologies   
Apologies from Graeme Swinburne (Planning), Bob Stewart (Spice Island) and Ward Councillors Chris Attwell and 
Mark Jeffery.  
 
2 Declarations of Interest – Anna asked all to confirm their declarations of interest should any matters of that 
nature arise during the course of FOOPA business, which was agreed.  
 
3 Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The Minutes of the meeting on 12 October 2022 were circulated to the Chair and all the Committee via email and 
approved. 
 
4 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes  
Social Secretary Farewell – Liz and Mary gave a farewell card and gift to Ann Wilson that was gratefully received.  
Hotwalls & Camber Restorative Support Group – Monthly meetings are ongoing and Gail will continue to attend.  
 
5 Correspondence and Communications  
Pembroke Gardens Bowls Club – The Bowls Club Committee will be voting to continue hiring out the hall for 
FOOPA Committee Meetings year round. They provisionally agree to accommodate FOOPA social events from 
April through to end of September every year, but not during the winter months.   
City Greening Fund — PCC has been given funding towards city greening and is calling for applications from local 
community groups. Grants of £5000 will be made available to successful applicants. Gail, Eileen and Anna will 
work together to put in a FOOPA bid, however the application process is foreboding. Cllr Ian offered to top up any 
successful bid with CIL money to help with ongoing sustainability projects. Two issues were discussed in relation 
to this, which also affects FOOPA’s other business functions. Safeguarding – Anna will contact Hive to enquire 
about safeguarding policies and training. Public Liability Insurance – If FOOPA is to host events such as planting 
projects, then insurance is required. After discussion, it was decided that FOOPA should have insurance cover for 
all its meetings and events, regardless of venue. All agreed this should be put in place as soon as possible – Gail 
and Liz offered to research and set up appropriate policy cover. In tandem with this, FOOPA will need to draw up 
its own Health & Safety policy – Gail will do some research. 
 
6 Treasurer's Report — The balance at 1 October 2022 was £9501.65. £851 has been received in Christmas Lunch 
income. £10 was received in membership and donation money. £72.83 was paid out in expenses, leaving a 
balance at 31 October of £10289.82 and a profit of £788.17. Liz reminded the committee that payment had yet to 
be made for the Christmas Lunch catering.  
   
7 Membership Report – Mary reported that there are currently 184 households who are FOOPA members, 
making 274 in total. The committee considered a leaflet drop in the new year to encourage new members to join.  
 
8 Planning   
Mary Rose Pub – FOOPA submitted a neutral comment, however Sharon has noted a number of strongly 
expressed residents objections and requested that Cllr Ian ask that this case is called-in to Committee.  
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90 St Thomas St – The application was approved, including an oppressive 1.8m outer wall which will have a 
substantial impact on the street frontage and quality of public realm. The concern is that officers are not placing 
conditions on such boundary structures, particularly in conservation areas, as there are likely to be more of them.  
25 Broad Street – This is an application to construct a roof terrace conforming to those of adjoining properties.  
Records Office – A recent media article has repeated calls for this to be converted to an education museum. Cllr 
Ian will ask PCC Culture & Leisure if this idea is serious and how feasible, given the condition of the building.  
 
9 Heritage & Conservation 
Tree Works – Sharon repeated concerns that trees have disappeared, which may stem from shortcomings in 
conservation areas not being managed properly. It was suggested that a public awareness article in Flagship about 
what is permitted in conservation areas would be helpful, including tree preservation.   
Pedestrian Crossings Consultation – Sharon questioned whether the consultation could be invalid because the 
documents show the crossing in the wrong location. 
 
10 Social Programme – A prospective volunteer has stepped forward and will come to the December committee 
meeting to discuss the role of social secretary. There was a discussion regarding speakers/venue for the AGM.   
 
11 Environment   
Long Curtain Planting – Eileen will be out planting 24 plugs on the grass banks of Long Curtain on Wednesday at 
12.30. Pupils from St Jude’s will be coming along. Everyone is welcome to come and help – please bring a trowel.  
  
12 Website – Nothing new to report.  
 
13 Traffic       
Old Portsmouth Road Crossings Consultation – Following a decade of campaigning, Mike submitted input in 
response to the consultation with the help of Anna, Sharon and Graeme. The input was shared with the 
committee before it was submitted to PCC. FOOPA’s preferred option is for a zebra crossing and raised table at 
the Feltham Row link (marked by PCC on the consultation document in the wrong place). Mike pointed out that 
this is not the Shipwrights Way – contrary to the document. A raised table has the advantage of slowing down 
motorists, whereas a zebra crossing alone will not. The same combination is suggested for High Street, along with 
a raised table across the Peacock Lane junction, which is often used by drivers making careless maneuvers. This 
would effectively convert High Street / Broad Street to a 20mph zone as it would introduce traffic calming. Drivers 
ignore speed limits but they cannot ignore raised tables. Mike also questioned the distribution of the crossings 
survey, which was inconsistent and will consequently skew the survey results. It is not clear, as spelled out in the 
document, what the previous consultation was at the southern end of High Street regarding road narrowing to 
make way for the Shipwrights Way.  
Wightlink – Mike joined both Gunwharf Quays residents groups in a meeting with Wightlink management. The 
vessel breakdown in August that resulted in traffic mayhem was highlighted. It appeared that Wightlink had 
abandoned their emergency travel plan when this incident occurred. The new Victoria of Wight vessel was 
intended to be able to enter and leave the harbor on electric drive, which would reduce air pollution. However 
the Port Manager suggested this is not the case, therefore the vessel is not as ‘clean’ as was promised. Cllr Ian has 
been working with Wightlink on the ramp noise nuisance and confirmed there has been some improvement.  
Misuse of Voi E-scooters – Voi has issued helpful advice regarding reporting misuse. Members of the public need 
only to report the exact location and time of the incident. Voi will be able to determine the offender via their 
tracking system. The scooter registration number is not necessary. Cllr Ian confirmed that this came to light 
following a meeting between Voi and Traffic & Transportation Cabinet Member, Cllr Lynn Stagg. 
Highbury St Double Yellow Lines – Painting work has finally been completed.  
 
14 Ward Councillor Reports – There were additional comments regarding the road crossing consultation and city 
greening initiatives. Mike pressed for closer and early dialogue with project managers regarding traffic calming 
and road build-outs.   
 
15 Committee Admin – None bar the above. 
 
16 AOB  
Walk-about with Cllr Jeffery – Mike assured Cllr Ian that his offer had not been forgotten.  
Council Finances – It has been reported in the media that Hampshire and Kent County Councils are at risk of 
bankruptcy. There will be a statement by PCC tomorrow.  
 
17 Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 14 December 2022, 7.30pm, Pembroke Gardens Bowls Club. 


