THE FRIENDS OF OLD PORTSMOUTH ASSOCIATION, 17 November 2021
Website:	foopa.org.uk	Email: foopacontact@gmail.com
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting held at Pembroke Gardens Bowling Club, 17 November 2021

Present
Mike Dobson (Traffic), Anna Koor (Secretary), Rob Wood (Deputy Lord Mayor & Ward Councillor), Bob Stewart (Spice Island), Graeme Swinburne (Planning), Liz Winder (Treasurer), Mary Tollow (Membership).

1 Apologies  
Apologies were received from Ann Wilson (Social Secretary), Ian Holder (Ward Councillor ), Chris Attwell (Ward Councillor), Gail Baird (Chair, Website).

2 Declarations of Interest – Anna asked all to confirm their declarations of interest should any matters of that nature arise during the course of FOOPA business, which was agreed. 

3 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the meeting on 12 October 2021 were approved by the Chair in advance of this meeting, having been circulated to all the Committee via email. No comments made except to amend the detail regarding road crossings proposed as a result of the Old Portsmouth Area Traffic Study.  

4 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
OPATS / Shipwrights Way – Cllr Rob confirmed that residents consultations (organised by PCC Safer Travel Manager Michelle Love and Active Travel Officer Tristan Thorn) on the proposed crossings should be imminent. It will start with Broad Street — residents report it is targeted by boy racers, and work will be combined with infrastructure required for completing the Shipwrights Way, which intersects at that point. 
Ineos / BAR Building – An official announcement today in The News confirmed rumours that had been circulating for months among residents that Ben Ainslie Racing had vacated the site and it was being sublet. FOOPA first wrote to PCC on behalf of residents in May 2021 to clarify the status, in particular with respect to the continued rent-free terms. The response was scant. Following a meeting between Gail Baird, Cllr Rob Wood and subsidiary company BAR Technologies, the latter confirmed that the building is being sub-let as office space. According to The News, PCC is now charging rent. FOOPA will continue to monitor use of the BAR car park, which residents are only permitted to use and weekends and from 18.00 to 07.00 on weekdays. Extending the exemption to 08.00 would bring it in line with other Pay&Display parking in Old Portsmouth.

5 Correspondence and Communications – None.

6 Treasurer's Report
Liz was pleased to confirm that online banking is up and running and has been used to reimburse Ann £150 paid out in Bowling Club venue hire and speaker fee in respect of the Ragtime Evening which was attended by 34 people at £10 per head. Estimated net proceeds are £190. With Gail and Ann not present, it was agreed to carry over discussions regarding FOOPA project expenditure. 

7 Membership Report
Mary reported no movement in membership numbers, however a few subscription payments had been received. 

8 Planning Report 
15 Oyster Street – Permission was granted at Planning Committee on 10 November 2021. Graeme gave a deputation on behalf of FOOPA. He was disappointed to see that the officer’s report made no reference to the objections made by residents or the input from the Cathedral. All but one councillor voted in favour.  
Royal Naval and Royal Albert Yacht Club (RNRAYC) – Permission was granted for conversion of the 2nd floor to two residential apartments. FOOPA had commented regarding parking concerns. An alternative application for conversion to a 9-bed hotel will be heard at the next Planning Committee. 
Planning Officer Powers — Cllr Rob briefed FOOPA that PCC planning case officers have been given greater authority to set the threshold higher when deciding what applications should be heard by the Planning Committee. The concern is that too many applications are being put before the Committee. However if cases are not called-in, case officers must provide clear reasons why. 

9 Social Programme – Ann emailed an update regarding recent events and shared the news that Christmas Lunch bookings are fully subscribed, with 60 guests. Beneficiaries of the proceeds will be decided in January 2022. A big thank-you to Gail for providing and setting up the projector, and Mike for supplying the screen.

10 Environment 
Camber Right of Way – At Full Council meeting on 13 October 2021, applicant Ken Bailey asked an open question regarding progress due to unacceptable delays. Gerald Vernon-Jackson informed those present that Hampshire County Council would no longer be able to handle the case. He committed to providing a monthly update to the applicant going forward. 

11 Website – Keep your news and views coming in so that Gail can upload links and updates. 

12 Traffic  
Portsmouth City Council’s Parking Standards — The RARNYC planning applications have shone a spotlight on the city’s capacity for on-street parking as well as the flaws in PCC’s parking standards and guidance on conducting parking surveys. Mike intends to prepare a paper on this subject.
Highbury Street Double Yellow Lines – Following email communication from PCC Parking Manager Kevin McKee, Graeme has written to Traffic & Transportation Cabinet Member Cllr Lynn Stagg to clarify matters regarding the TRO decision.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Traffic & Transportation Committee Approval of Old Portsmouth Area Traffic Study – Mike delivered a deputation to the Committee on 4 November 2021, providing a potted history of this FOOPA initiative and the values of the consultation process. As a result of the study, Mike was able to shed light on the flawed assessment methods that PCC uses to analyse traffic speeding and pedestrian crossing eligibility across the city. Mike thanked PCC transport engineering manager Steven Flynn for acknowledging that PCC needs to review its processes in this respect, but also for his commitment to seeing through this study and his continued engagement with the community. 
Southern Water – Mike attempted to contact Southern Water regarding their obstruction of the footway on Pembroke Road and the absence of any signage to warn and divert pedestrians. Mike did not receive a response and therefore contacted Colas who responded immediately and instructed Southern Water to put the correct traffic management in place. He would like to thank Colas for their swift action. 
Protecting long distance paths – Mike is having difficulty obtaining engagement from PCC regarding the Southsea Coastal Scheme whose work should take account and be integrated with the routes of the Solent Way, England Coast Path and Shipwrights Way. This would ensure the seafront can be kept open to the public when events are in progress, such as the Victorious Music Festival. In addition, their work along the stretch of the Pilgrims Trail from Hilsea to Tipner has resulted in access and signage being obliterated. 
Report It – Mike has written a lengthy email to PCC explaining the shortcomings of the Report It system, whereby the public can submit complaints online. If complaints involve more than one departmental area of responsibility, the system fails to fully address the issue. There is lack of accountability and transparency — for instance complainants are not advised if or when faults are rectified. 

13 Ward Councillor Reports 
Cllr Rob reported that Cllr Ian Holder is working with Gunwharf Quays residents and Wightlink to rectify the nuisance caused by the ferry bridge ramp noise when traffic drives over it. The Engineering Faculty at the University is engaging with this. 

14 Committee Admin — None.

15 AOB 
School Streets Initiative – Anna is attending a wash-up meeting on 24 November with volunteers and parents to discuss their experiences of the pilot scheme at St Jude’s school and the next steps forward.
Street Clutter — Bob raised the issue of ghost bikes as advertising props, which have appeared at The Point outside Spice Island Inn. Memorials have also mounted up recently and PCC needs to intervene.

15 Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 15 December 2021, 7.30pm, Pembroke Garden Bowling Club. 
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