
THE FRIENDS OF OLD PORTSMOUTH ASSOCIATION, 21 February 2018
Website:	www.oldportsmouth.org.uk	Email: foopacontact@gmail.com
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting held at Portsmouth Sailing Club, 21 February 2018

Present:
Anna Koor (Secretary), Mike Dobson (Traffic), Rob Wood (Ward Councillor), Gail Baird (Chair, Website), Alistair Wilson (Membership), Bob Stewart (Spice Island), Anita Stepnitz (Vice-Chair, Social Media)

1 Apologies  
Vikki Mathews (Social), Ryan Brent (Ward Councillor), Tom Wood (Ward Councillor), Graeme Swinburne (Planning), Laurie Higgins (Treasurer)

Guest: Bernie Topham, Chief Operating Officer, University of Portsmouth
Anna invited a University representative to brief committee members about the University’s masterplan which incorporates proposals for a new sports centre on the Museum Road carpark site. The planning application for this component is expected to be submitted to Portsmouth City Council in March/April 2018. Bernie emphasized its design will promote views through the building while carefully considering the adjoining conservation area and surrounding park landscape. The masterplan is a 10 to 15 year vision for development of the campus. It has been planned in phases, partly because it needs to be delivered sequentially so the University can continue to function with minimum disruption. She explained the University’s case for a new sports centre which would capitalize on the University’s successful sports science studies programme and consolidate the existing facilities, which are currently spread around various locations. In particular, this proposal would free up the Nuffield Centre site, which is envisaged as a new landmark building encompassing a central student hub. Mike drew Bernie’s attention to the inadequate shared cycle/pedestrian facilities on Cambridge Road and how this might be easily improved via the University Library grounds within Ravelin Park. Bernie was also made aware of Anita’s expertise as a beekeeper in light of the proposal’s ambition to accommodate beehives on its roof. She assured the Committee that the scheme would not encroach on the existing park and they were looking at how to open the site to Museum Road. The loss of parking is a contentious issue and the University is currently looking at their staff travel plan and other solutions to mitigate this. Cllr Rob drew attention to transport issues such as Isle of Wight traffic, PGS and the potential hazards for increasing pedestrian and cycle use. Anna pointed out that perhaps Cllr Rob should raise these concerns with city council officers because road safety along Cambridge Road and Museum Road is already hazardous due to alarming vehicle speeds. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Post-meeting Note: The University will be headline speaker at the Old Portsmouth & Gunwharf Quays Spring Neighbourhood Forum on 12 April 2018 when they will deliver a full presentation of the above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17 January 2018 were approved and signed by the Chair.
 
3 Matters arising 
Southsea Common - complaints about the grass being churned up through overuse from football games had been addressed and the teams have now moved to the main common. 

4 Correspondence
A letter had been received from Frank Worley, former leader of PCC. He would like to meet with FOOPA to discuss issues around the Wightlink ferry expansion and will arrange to meet Graeme. 

5 Treasurer's Report
Laurie was unable to attend but has submitted all documentation to Gail for the Annual Review. 

6 Membership Report
Alistair confirmed that there are currently 220 members. He has 21 members to follow up whose subscriptions have lapsed. There are 73 members who will need to receive the AGM Notice by post.

7 Planning Report
Graeme submitted his report, which mainly features the University and Grammar School proposals.

8 Social Programme
A trip to Salisbury Cathedral is planned, which has been promoted by Alistair alongside the Notice of AGM details that were circulated to Members. Cllr Rob will revisit his other suggestions and link Anna up with speaker contact details. Anna reminded Rob to check with Cllr Tom regarding his contact who had registered an interest in taking on the role of Social Secretary. 

9 Environment Report 
Air Pollution – Mike was invited to give a talk at a local network of environmental groups which meets monthly under the umbrella banner of Green Drinks. It went down very well and Mike managed to put across some complex technical and statistical issues in lay terms. Following his recent meeting with PCC Director of Public Health Dr Jason Horsley, Mike has corresponded with him, suggesting an alternative form of words that would solve the discrepancy over their published annual mortality figures in Portsmouth of 95 estimated deaths, which is only from one source of air pollution, not all sources. 

10 Website
Gail repeated urgency for submission of articles and images for the Annual Review and the imminent deadline. 

12 Traffic 
Fullers – no further information has been forthcoming regarding their transport plan. Mike anticipates we will not hear more until the planning application is submitted. If they reason that street parking is not a problem then there is likely to be opposition from residents.  
Transport and Health Conference – Mike has been accepted as a speaker on behalf of FOOPA on 1 March 2018. He is awaiting details of any costs involved.
Community SpeedWatch – the Portsmouth News article prompted letters from the public, mostly supportive of the continued exercises on High Street but also pointed out other persistent issues such as the pavement parking and discourteous driving behavior of Portsmouth Grammar School parents. 

13 Policing 
Neighbourhood police team PCSOs Pete Grady and Dan Taylor have confirmed they will attend the AGM and talk about any crime issues, plus the online Hampshire Alerts service. 
 
14 Ward Councillors’ Reports 
Cllr Rob reported that the proposal for installing double yellow lines in Pembroke Park was refused following resident consultation.

15 Committee Admin 
The deadline for FOOPA Annual Review articles 5th March. Committed advertising so far - Hotwalls, Salix, Camber Wines and Nesbitts. Anna requested that the next Committee meeting is moved to 14 March to allow for final planning for the AGM on 22 March. 

16 AOB
Sally Port Hotel – Anita reported that there is a broken window and pointed out the duty of care with listed buildings. It was agreed to contact Lucy Watts from the freehold company and Cllr Rob would enquire with the PCC conservation officer.

17 Date of next Meeting – provisionally Wednesday 14 March 2018 and the AGM is on 22 March at 7.30pm in Cathedral House. 
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