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THE FRIENDS OF OLD PORTSMOUTH ASSOCIATION, 15 November 2017 
Website: www.oldportsmouth.org.uk Email: foopacontact@gmail.com	
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting held at Portsmouth Sailing Club, 15 November 2017	
 
Present: 	
Anna Koor (Secretary), Mike Dobson (Traffic), Rob Wood (Ward Councillor), Anita Stepnitz (Vice-
Chair), Ryan Brent (Ward Councillor), Tom Wood (Ward Councillor), Gail Baird (Chair, Website), Alistair 
Wilson (Membership), Terry Halloran (Planning). Invited Guest: Graeme Swinburne – local resident 
invited to observe with view to potentially stepping into the role of Planning Rep, to succeed Terry 
Halloran who will be stepping down at the end of the year. 	
  
1 Apologies  	
Vikki Mathews (Social), Bob Stewart (Spice Island), Laurie Higgins (Treasurer).	
 
2 Minutes of previous meeting 	
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 18 October 2017 were approved and signed by the 
Chair.	
  
3 Matters arising 	
Fontenoy House - Jason and Kate Phillips, the new freeholders of Fontenoy House, requested to 
attend this Committee meeting to provide information about plans for renovating the property and an 
extension which will add a further two storeys in height. They have yet to apply for planning permission 
and wish to talk to people locally first, although they have already had discussions with PCC Planning 
and Conservation officers. A web-link to their proposals has been put on the FOOPA website, purely to 
provide information and particularly as this is a prominent site in Old Portsmouth. This does not reflect 
or have any bearing on FOOPA’s views of the designs. 
Committee Members – Rob has talked to a couple of local contacts who might also wish to take on 
Terry’s Planning role. Andy Pottinger has signalled his interest. Tom confirmed that his colleague Paula 
is interested in working on the Social Programme. He will report back at the next meeting. 	
HMOs – Ryan told the Committee that a report on an amendment to the supplementary planning 
document would be presented to PRED Committee on 21 November 2017. The issue of public access 
to the HMO database remains contentious. Anita is still looking at this and Tom has spoken to the 
Director of Housing about the matter. 	
	
4 Correspondence 	
See below. 
 
5 Treasurer's Report 	
Laurie sent his apologies but had talked to Janis Loose about giving her an accounts pack that would 
hopefully tie everything up. Post-meeting note: Laurie has adapted the FOOPA accounts in line with 
Janis’s recommendations. There remains inaccuracies across Membership income and Social Activities 
payments, however Alistair’s efforts to streamline Membership payments to all coincide from January 
every year, should go towards correcting this. Laurie also agreed to reinforce with Committee Members  
the importance of backing documents.    
 
6 Membership Report 	
Alistair is doing a sterling job streamlining membership renewal procedures in order to convert all 
Members to renew in January each year. He hopes to have this wrapped up by the next meeting so that 
the membership list tallies with income. There was a good reaction regarding membership renewal, 
following the last mailshot advertising the recent social events. As a result of that, there are also 21 new 
members for 2018 so far.  
 
7 Planning Report 	
Terry’s report is attached.	
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Sallyport Hotel – although it might appear that builders have abandoned the project, this is not the 
case. The team is working on another more urgent development and they will return to the Sallyport 
thereafter. 	
Square Tower – committee members enquired as to the scaffolding and fencing off at Square Tower. 
Cllr Rob will investigate and report back. 	
	
8 Social Programme 	
Alistair very kindly took up clipboard duty for the BAR visit, and reported mostly positive reactions from 
attendees. However a few people remarked on the lack of refreshments and that a cup of tea would not 
have gone amiss! The £4 ticket price for the BAR tour was split 50/50 between FOOPA and BAR’s 
charity.  
 
9 Environment Report 	
Feltham Row – residents have reported seeing white powder around lampposts in the vicinity of 
Feltham Row and this has alarmed some people as to toxicity. Cllr Rob will enquire and report back. 	
Sea Defences – following the the drop-in event on 31 October 2017 at the Royal Naval Club & Royal 
Albert Yacht Club, it seems that aspects of the soft-engineering approach advocated by community 
groups may have had a positive influence on ESCP as they embark on design development.   	
 
10 Website 	
Gail requested people to encourage use of the website and its links to the Facebook page. Anita 
agreed to help with Social Media as she is a regular user. Gail also reminded committee members that 
content would be needed for the 2017 FOOPA review.  
 
12 Traff ic 	
Parking Permits – the renewal procedure is being overhauled to go online, which will mean far fewer 
vehicles displaying visible paper discs etc. Mike notes there will be increased suspicion that people are 
parking illegally. He hopes to meet with the PCC parking office to run through the metrics of patrol 
monitoring and obtain information from the parking office on a regular basis regarding number of 
penalties and locations in order to reassure residents. Cllr Rob believes the technology is still bedding 
in and there will be a review to ensure it is working. 	
Fullers, The Point – in advance of the planning application, Fullers confirmed to Gail that their 
transport plan is being re-assessed. Mike emphasized that the expectation from the community is that 
dependence on on-street parking will not work and he agreed to contact Fullers directly to follow this 
up. 	
Wightl ink – no further update, however they will be headlining at the December OP&GQ 
Neighbourhood Forum on 14 December 2017.  	
PCC’s Old Portsmouth Traff ic Area Study – Mike has raised concerns with co-ordinator Kirsty 
Routledge that a fair amount of the briefing material provided by PCC at the community workshop 
should be challenged, and some was already considered debunked. An example is the annual number 
of deaths in Portsmouth attributed to air pollution. PCC has published a figure of 95pa, however this is 
solely from Particulates PM2.5. The former head of PCC Public Health suggested a figure of 600pa. It 
is likely that the annual estimated number of deaths attributed to other sources of air pollution such as 
nitrogen dioxides and PM10 will be considerably higher. Mike has asked for clarification from the 
current director of Public Health, Dr Jason Horsley. It is particularly worrying because PCC may look at 
revoking the Air Quality Management Area that covers this neighbourhood, based on regression 
analysis that purports to show a downward trend in air pollution. However the data indicates a recent 
increase in pollution levels. There was a discussion about the valuable work undertaken by Portsmouth 
Friends of the Earth. Anna will circulate to the committee, a copy of their recent site investigation at 
AQMA6 in the Fratton area, and she will ask FoE spokesperson Rachel Hudson if she would like to 
come to a future FOOPA meeting.    
PCC City Centre Road Scheme – Mike expressed scepticism at the new road alignment 
proposals, fearing that it will encourage more people to drive into the city and shift congestion into the 
city centre. In view of the congestion already arising from Gunwharf Quays and Wightlink, Mike believes 
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this scheme is unlikely to miraculously stop all congestion. However, he will study the detailed 
modelling and transport assessment first. 
 
13 Policing 	
It was agreed that FOOPA should invite the new PCSOs to a future meeting. Hampshire Constabulary 
are moving into a new building on the New Airport Services Road. It is hoped this will give them more of 
a presence in Portsmouth. 	
Community SpeedWatch – Anna is awaiting a response from the new team regarding future 
exercises, however it is evident that CSW has limited effectiveness in reminding the forgetful driver; 
there are a sizable proportion who have no intention of heeding the CSW alerts. Making OP a 20mph 
zone not a limit seems to be the best sustainable solution. 	
	
14 Ward Council lors’ Reports 	
Covered elsewhere in the minutes. PCC Traffic & Transportation might install a more permanent bollard 
solution at White Hart Road because it is not cost effective to repair the damage if bolts continue to be 
cut.	
 
15 Committee Admin – none.	
 
16 AOB 	
PGS – Pavement parking by school parents, particularly during pick-up times and when there are 
evening events, continues to irk neighbours and cause road safety concerns. Deputy Head (Juniors) 
Jason Ashcroft is doing his best to resolve and will come to the next FOOPA meeting.	
	
17 Date of next Meeting - Wednesday 13 December 2017. 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


